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Question 1: If elected, what action(s) will you take to address housing in your 
community?

Region of Queens Municipality: 
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Maddie Charlton
Candidate, District 2

If re-elected, I will continue to be a strong advocate for all housing needs in the Region of Queens and I 
will carry on my efforts of encouraging members of Council to work with developers to address our 
housing needs and increase our housing supply, while also supporting non-profit organizations with 
contributions or available lands for housing projects.

Alex Gallagher
Candidate, District 5

I will be open to suggestions from the community!  Also, I will actively brainstorm and discuss solutions 
to the housing issues we are facing abroad.

Darlene Norman
Candidate, District 4

1) support not for profit organizations (NGOs) ie housing co-operatives that are pursuing affordable 
housing through municipality's ability to:

a) sell municipal owned land at minimal cost

b) provide financial support to such groups making application for provincial and 

federal money

2) staff member responsible for addressing housing needs/working with developers to provide a variety 
of housing types, partnering with SSHAC and similar organizations 

3) partner with all levels of gov't to access funding for new housing developments

4) strengthen existing rules and create new ones around vacant homes to ensure these homes remain 
'livable' rather than sitting empty.

5) investigate and implement higher taxes for 'vacant homes' 

6) encourage a master plan for extension of services to areas which have the ability for housing growth

Wanda Carver
Candidate, District 7

I have been talking to people in the community and listening to their concerns about housing so I will 
bring forward to council a piece/pieces of property that I think would be a good fit for housing in North 
Queens so people can stay in their community. I will work with the groups that are advocating on behalf 
of housing.

Susan MacLeod
Candidate, District 3

Currently I am Vice Chair of Queens Neighbourhood Cooperative Housing Limited

We are building a 30 unit affordable Co-operative housing complex in Liverpool. QNCH.ca

The South Shore Housing Action Coalition invited candidates to respond to 
questions about housing, if elected to municipal council.  

Candidates were provided the opportunity to respond to our questions via 
email or complete an online questionnaire.  Candidates who completed the 
questionnaire had the opportunity to provide responses to additional 
questions.
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Question 2: In your opinion, what are the housing needs of people living in your 
district or municipal unit?

Maddie Charlton
Candidate, District 2

There is a wide range of housing needed throughout Queens County. The lack of affordable units is 
deeply affecting those who are most vulnerable in our community and available homes for purchase or 
rent for young professionals, or seniors looking to downsize, are something that both seem to be an 
overwhelming issue here.

Alex Gallagher
Candidate, District 5

Affordable and quality housing is very much needed.

Darlene Norman
Candidate, District 4

Affordable homes for all residents across the range of housing .. acessible apartments, family 
homes, duplexes, etc both in the Liverpool area and in more rural parts of Queens. There is a rising 
demand for social housing throughout Queens which is provincially owned, therefore encourage 
the province continue growth in this area. Higher end housing needs are being met. What is 
desperately required is energy efficient, safe housing for low to moderate income people of all 
ages throughout Queens. 

Wanda Carver
Candidate, District 7

Affordable housing, property maintenance and property aesthetics. Seniors what to stay in their 
community so we need places for them to live, if they decide to sell there homes because they 
feel like they can't keep up with the maintenance. The young people feel like they can't afford a 
home either because of the high cost of everything so we need to provide them with housing so 
they can stay in the community. A lot of people want to see the unsightly property's cleaned up as 
well. Housing based on income and Senior Assisted living are just some ideas.

Susan MacLeod
Candidate, District 3

Housing is serious situation in most communities and should take top priority to serve the needs of 
low income and seniors and families.

Question 3: What role do you think municipal government can play in addressing 
those needs?

Maddie Charlton
Candidate, District 2

Municipalities can encourage housing growth with supportive land use bylaws under their Municipal 
Planning Strategies, adequately plan for infrastructure investments to make sure future growth is 
possible, work with developers and support non-profit organizations with either providing monetary 
contributions or land for housing initiatives. Queens Neighbourhood Co-operative Housing is a great 
example of how municipal government can work with local organizations to support housing 
initiatives in Queens.

Alex Gallagher
Candidate, District 5

Being open minded with solutions. Also we need a solid plan in order to tackle the housing crisis 
on all levels of government!

Darlene Norman
Candidate, District 4

Municipal gov't has the ability to financially assist not for profits such as housing co-operatives, 
rezone areas for multi development, increase the serviced area (water and sewer), invest and build 
affordable housing. Municipal go0v'[t has the ability to create rules re vacant housing to 
encourage those houses to be rented or sold. There must be a staff person who has the directive 
to 'make increasing housing needs" their priority'.

Wanda Carver
Candidate, District 7

I think Municipal government can listen and learn more about our community's needs and help us 
find affordable land for housing which will support the economy by providing more taxes, people 
will feel better about themselves, people will feel included and feel part of the community.

Susan MacLeod
Candidate, District 3

Municipal governments have the resources to play a huge part in housing. RQM supported the 
QNCH project by donating 2 acres of land suitable to housing and also a contribution of $ 
300,000. to the project.
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Question 4: If elected, what are you willing to do to ensure that your council 
addresses the issue of housing in your community?

Question 6: What are your questions or comments about housing?

Maddie Charlton
Candidate, District 2

If re-elected, I will continue to be a strong voice and will encourage collaboration on Council. By 
working with other levels of government to utilize all of the available funding offered, there are 
additional ways to support housing initiatives in Queens. The Housing Accelerator Fund is something 
that hasn't yet been taken advantage of due to staffing shortages within the Municipality, but as this 
situation is changing, I would advocate for Council to apply for it. This is a great program to support 
action plans for housing. Grants for affordable housing projects, potential rebates on development 
permits/building permits, incentives for long term rentals and infrastructure upgrades are just a few 
things that could be considered with a successful application. Creating minimum property standards 
and vacant building bylaws are items that I would also like to bring to the table to address as they are 
both impacting options for housing.

Alex Gallagher
Candidate, District 5

I have already spoke with other candidates and there is definitely motivation to battle the issue! 
So keeping that momentum going would be a priority.

Darlene Norman
Candidate, District 4

A long term strategy for service extension and housing must be a priority of council. Focussing on 
increasing housing stock - especially accessible and affordable is going to require long term 
financial planning and partnerships with government, organizations, individuals and private 
developers. I am in favour of RQM, if developers will not, to take the lead on the construction of 
affordable housing.

Wanda Carver
Candidate, District 7

Queens NEEDS HOUSING so I am sure all of council will be willing to advocate for their own 
community's and bring forward all the concerns about affordable housing. I will work as a team 
player to address the housing issue in Queens. A plan will have to be drawn up with a location site, 
prices for construction and then find out what is available for funding.

Susan MacLeod
Candidate, District 3

I will continue to advocate for additional funds and resources for housing of all sorts. 


Maddie Charlton
Candidate, District 2

Although I am not supportive of eliminating tourist accommodations to those that are only owner-
occupied, I believe there is a balance to be found with short term rentals in The Region of Queens. 
That balance could be achieved with a housing action plan which would identify incentives the 
municipality could put in place for property owners to make long term rentals more attractive in our 
communities.


Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts on housing with you!

Susan MacLeod
Candidate, District 3

There should be regular housing forums held in each Municipality which include stakeholders, 
government and supporting organizations.

Question 5: If you have identified other opportunities for action on housing, 
please share them with us.

Susan MacLeod
Candidate, District 3

The Municipalities should have a record of all Landlords in their jurisdiction indicating the 
number of units available for occupancy.

Additional Questions from Candidate Questionnaire

Vacant Property Registration Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver
Susan Macleod

Vacant Property Taxes Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver
Susan MacLeod

Incentives for Renting Out Maddie Charlton
Alex Gallagher
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver

Registration of Tourist Accommodations Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Susan MacLeod

Elimination of Non-Owner-Occupied Tourist Accommodations Darlene Norman

Landlord Licensing/Registration Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver

Developing a Municipal Housing Plan/Strategy Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver

Initiatives to Support Energy Efficiency for Homeowners and Renters Maddie Charlton
Alex Gallagher

Darlene Norman
Wanda Carver

Question 7: Which of the opportunities for municipalities to address housing 
needs in your community would you consider?

Adopting a Municipal affordable housing plan that increases the support of 
safe, affordable housing that meets peoples’ needs.

Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver
Susan MacLeod

Championing the role of Municipal Government in addressing issues related 
to housing

Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver
Susan MacLeod

Ensuring local policies reflect the vision of Federal and Provincial Housing 
Policies

Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver
Susan MacLeod

Engaging with local agencies, NGO’s and stakeholders in creating a 
community driven action plan

Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver
Susan MacLeod

Ensuring local agencies are heard by funders and government 
stakeholders

Maddie Charlton
Darlene Norman

Wanda Carver

Ensuring local businesses are supported in the effort to make a living 
wage the baseline for all employee compensation

Maddie Charlton
Alex Gallagher

Darlene Norman
Wanda Carver

Question 8: Which actions will you commit to doing, as a member of Council, 
with respect to supporting community housing needs?
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