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 Research, identify and report on approaches to 

addressing housing needs of rural municipalities 

 

 Enhance understanding of options for housing action in 

a rural context 

 

 



 Literature scan/Document review 
 Planning 101 
 Determining a framework 
 Distilling the info 
 Early phase of presentation 

 

 

 

 
 Concise Report 
 Presentations 
 Newsletter article 
 ????? 

 

 





 High building costs 

 Not In My Backyard mentality (NIMBYism) 

 Limited economic options, economic uncertainty, and lack of 

viable housing markets 

 Limited economic return on rental housing 

 Lack of community service infrastructure 

 Lack of community leadership 

 Ineffective or counterproductive public policy and regulations 

 

David   Bruce , 2003 



 Introducing new municipal planning, zoning, and development 

practices 

 Creating proactive community leadership 

 Converting/renovating buildings to create affordable housing 

 Responding to market demand from seniors 

 Integrating assisted housing for seniors, disabled people and 

others 

 Embracing manufactured housing costs 

David   Bruce , 2003 



 Advocacy 

 Research Activity 

 Regulation/Compliance 

 Financial Incentives 

 Administrative Measures 

 Direct Provision  

 Community Education 

 Facilitating Public/Private Partnerships 

 Policy Approaches 



 Description 

 Key Actor 

 Strengths 

 Weaknesses/Challenges 

 Local Context/Case Study 

 References 







 Task Force 

 Needs Assessments / Community Action Plans 

 Community Coalitions 

 Political Leadership 

 





“We all recognize the need for affordable housing in our  

communities. However, it is essential to establish whether  

there is in fact a demand for the housing and service you  

want to provide, prior to thinking about developing. 
 

Collecting data, including statistics, housing market trends,  

community profiles, and personal stories helps to determine  

whether or not a development should proceed and if so,  

what design, market, and service conditions should be 

incorporated.” 
-CMHC 



 Task Force 

 Housing Forum 

 Design Charettes/Ideas Competition 

 Housing Statements & Studies 

 Data Collection and Monitoring 

 





 Inclusionary Zoning 

 Secondary Suites 

 Density Bonusing 

 Exaction Fees 

 Waived Fees 

 Infill Development 

 Alternative Development Standards 

 Performance Based Planning 

 Streamlining Approval Process 





 Exception of Fees 

 Special Tax Rates 

 Redevelopment Incentive Programs 

 Housing Grants and Loans 

 Housing Trust Fund 

 Land Banking/Trusts 





 Direct Administration and Funding of Housing 

Programs 

◦ Shareholder of Municipal Not-for-Profit Housing Corporations 

◦ Direct Financing 

 





 

“Education is a two way street: municipal officials can 

learn best about local issues from people who live 

there and residents can learn about planning processes 

and local decision making from municipal officials.” 
Affordability and Choice Today (ACT) 

 



 Public Education and Awareness Campaign 

◦ Community Forums 

◦ Education Resources 

◦ Information Videos 

 Targeted Education for specific stakeholders 

◦ Developers, Neighbourhoods, etc. 

 





 Demonstration Projects 

 Proposal Calls 

 Municipal Not-For-Profit/Private Sector Initiatives 

 





 Can be on the municipal, provincial, federal and public 

sector level, eg. 
 Housing standards  

 Planning regulations 

 Property or income tax relief (both provincial and federal) 

 PST/HST reductions on building materials and services 

 Shelter rates for Income Assistance 

 Land made available for affordable housing development 

 Support of labour market training programs that aid industry 

capacity 

 

 



 What are the key points you are taking away from this 

presentation?  What stood out for you? 

 

 Do you see an opportunity among these approaches 

for future action by:  
 Your Organization 

 Municipalities 

 SSHAC 

 

 


